DEPARTMENT OF ELECTRONIC MEDIA & FILM PRESENTS

12 th Annual

BRIDGES

TO THE WORLD
International
Film Festival
Feb. 7–Mar. 6 | 7 p.m.
The World Artist Experiences and the International
Division of Maryland’s Office of the Secretary of State
present the 12th edition of its annual international
film festival. This month-long celebration features
films chosen and sponsored by the embassies of five
countries: Chile, Indonesia, Finland, China and Egypt.

FIVE COUNTRIES
Chile: Looking for a Boyfriend for My Wife (2017)
Indonesia: Habibie & Ainun 2 (2016)
Finland: Stupid Young Heart (2018)
China: Cell Phone (2003)
Egypt: Yomeddine (2018)
FREE ADMISSION*
*if the university is closed, the
film will be canceled
410-704-3184
TOWSON.EDU/EMF

T O W S O N U N I V E R S I T Y D AT E S
2/7: Chile
2/28: China
2/14: Indonesia
3/6: Egypt
2/21: Finland

S E B U S C A N O V I O PA R A M I M U J E R ( 2 0 1 7 )
( L O O K I N G F O R A B OY F R I E N D F O R M Y W I F E )
Chile
Written & Directed by Diego Rougier
Introduced by Dr. Diego del Pozo
Department of Foreign Languages, Towson University
Se Busca novio para mi mujer was a box office smash in Chile. Part of the film’s success may stem from its
familiarity; it is the fourth version of the same script. Set in middle class Santiago, tonight’s film is a remake of
the 2008 Argentine film, Un novio para mi mujer, the 2016 Brazilian film, Um Namorado para minha mulher,
and the 2016 Mexican film, Busco novio para mi mujer. The popularity of this heart-felt romantic comedy may
reveal something about gender, courtship, marriage, and fidelity in Latin culture, but it will probably resonate
– at least in part – with anyone involved in a long-term relationship. As the trailer states, “Marriage is the main
cause of divorce, but sometimes love is forever.”
The film stars Javiera Contador and Fernando Larráin, both very well-known and award winning TV stars. They
appeared together for three years as husband and wife in Casado con hijos, the Chilean adaptation of Married
with Children and Rougier’s previous marriage comedy, Alma (2015). These works allowed them to develop
a well-honed chemistry as a bickering couple fully explored in this film. Contador plays the stereotypical
“overbearing” wife (Nata) and Larráin the stereotypical “timid” husband (Daniel). He wants a divorce but
lacks the courage to ask for it. Instead, he foolishly hires an infamous and mysterious lothario, The Tiger, to
seduce Nata so she will make the decision to end the marriage. The expected complications arise – as Nata
becomes happier, Daniel becomes jealous; as her new job gives her purpose and satisfaction, his old job
feels meaningless; as she rediscovers herself, he looses his way. The ending might be expected, but the film
asks enough questions about day-to-day support, patience, understanding, and love between partners that a
“happy” resolution might seem very difficult to imagine. Daniel may get his wish, but at what cost to himself
and Nata?
Diego Rougier is a highly respected TV producer and director. Se Busca novio para mi mujer is his third feature
film and illustrates his comfort with marital and familial humor that he developed while directing hundreds of
episodes for TV, including Chilean versions of American sitcoms such as Familia moderna (Modern Family), La
nany (The Nanny), and Casado con hijos. He is married to the star of tonight’s film, Javiera Contador. Their most
recent collaborative work is the TV series La Reina de Franklin (2018-2020).
The film runs 100 minutes. You can watch a trailer at https://yhoo.it/2vsEltG

HABIBIE & AINUN 3 (2019)
Indonesia
Directed by Hanung Bramantyo
Introduced by Embassy Spokesman

Bacharuddin Jusuf Habibie stands as a beloved scientific, political, and romantic figure in Indonesian culture. He
began his professional career in 1978 as Minister of Research & Technology (a position he held for 20 years) and
was responsible for the rapid industrialization of Indonesia. He also established multiple scholarships for students
to earn international degrees in STEM fields. In 1998, he became Vice-President under Suharto (an autocrat who
ruled Indonesia for 31 years) and then 71 days later succeeded him as President, a position he held for 517 days.
This short period of time is often seen as the start of Indonesia’s political reformation. As President, Habibie
established the Development Reform Cabinet, liberalized political party rules, ended censorship by dissolving the
Ministry of Information, limited the military’s role in parliament, repealed repressive legislation, ordered the release
of political prisoners, and promised an early democratic election (which he lost to Abdurrahman Wahid in 1999).
He was married to Dr. Hasri Ainun Besari for 48 years. After her death, BJ Habibie published a romantic memoir,
Habibie & Ainun: The Power Of Love - The True Story Of The Former President And His Wife which recounts
their relationship from 1962 until her death in 2010. The book was a best seller and led to a film of the same title
released in 2012. It drew the largest theatrical audience in Indonesian cinema history. Habibie & Ainun generated
two prequels: Rudy Habibie (2016) – which follows the early life of Habibie – and Habibie & Ainun 3 (2019) –
which follows the early life of Ainun. Both prequels star the popular Indonesian actors Reza Rahadian and Maudy
Ayunda. The film premiered three months after Habibie’s death in September 2019 and sealed his legacy as a
romantic icon. As Habibie stated in an interview near the end of his life, “I never felt Ainun left me, for she’s right
here in my heart.”
Habibie & Ainun 3 begins with the widower Habibie telling his grandchildren about their grandmother’s life and
how they met. Habibie first sees Ainun playing kasti (Indonesian “baseball”) at the junior college they both attend.
In flashbacks, the film then examines her life under the Japanese occupation during World War II, witnessing
the end of Dutch colonial control, working for poor communities, striving for professional gender equality, and
graduating from the University of Indonesia Medical School where she is acclaimed the best student. Habibie &
Ainun 3 highlight’s Ainun’s struggles to succeed and rightfully bills itself as a “true love story that inspires hope.”
The film runs 120 minutes. You can watch a trailer at https://yhoo.it/2UdBcbL

HÖLMÖ NUORI SYDÄN (2018)
(STUPID YOUNG HEART)
Finland
Directed by Selma Vilhunen
Introduced by Embassy Spokesman

Finland may promote itself as the “happiest country in the world,” but it is not immune from the rise of rightwing radicalism that seems to be spreading across the globe. Just as white nationalists have re-emerged in the
United States, European nations such as Finland are combatting their share of xenophobia and racial unrest.
Stupid Young Heart explores this resurgence while telling an emotionally acute drama of teenage romance.
The film is set in East Helsinki, a working-class neighborhood often labeled with high unemployment and
poverty. Immigrants and refugees have become concentrated in the area’s subsidized housing and cityowned apartments. In this diverse and volatile community, high-schoolers Lenni (Jere Risteppä) and Kiira
(Rosa Honkonen) must navigate an unexpected pregnancy and mature into young adults. Lenni, a 15-year old
skateboarded, is constantly mocked for his scrawny stature. Kiira is one of the school’s most attractive and
popular girls. Neither has a stable home, loving parents, or an adult role model. Looking for guidance, Lenni
finds himself caught between Abdi (Abshir Sheik Nur), a kind Muslim taxi driver struggling to make a life in a
new country, and Janne (Ville Haapasalo), a surrogate father figure and leader of a neo-Nazi group.
Stupid Young Heart uses the nine-month lead up to the birth of their child to explore contemporary connections
between manhood, race, and nationalism in this economically depressed, multicultural suburb. As Lenni’s
insecurities about how to provide for the coming baby grow, he naively seeks advice from Janne who plots to
attack a mosque in the growing Somali community. Ultimately, Lenni must determine what fatherhood means
to him, in this reflection of contemporary events against immigrant communities throughout Europe.
Selma Vilhunen is an internationally recognized director and screenwriter. Her short film, Do I Have to Take
Care of Everything?, received an Oscar nomination in 2014. Her first feature, Little Wing (2016), premiered at
the Toronto International Film Festival, won the Golden Camera Taodue Award at the Rome Film Festival, and
received the Nordic Council Film Prize in 2017. Her feature documentary, Hobbyhorse Revolution, won the
Best Documentary Film Prize at the Finnish National Film Awards and was nominated for the European Film
Academy's Young Audience Award in 2018. Stupid Young Heart, her second feature film, won the Crystal Bear
at the Berlin International Film Festival in 2019, was selected as the Finnish entry for the 92nd Academy Awards
(2020), and for the Best Foreign Language Motion Picture at the 77th Golden Globe Awards (2020).
The film runs 105 minutes. You can watch a trailer at https://yhoo.it/36BGsZ2

SHOU JI (2003)
(CELL PHONE)
China
Directed by Feng Xiaogang
Introduced by Dr. Ping Fu
Department of Foreign Languages, Towson University
Flip-phones certainly date tonight’s film, but the theme of technological advancement and how it affects our
lives still resonates 17 years later. Today, we have more sophisticated communication devices and social
media platforms, but do they improve our personal interactions? What happens when our private information
enters the public realm? Do we depend on our phones so much that we lose connection to a core emotional
truth? Cell Phone was the top box office film in China in 2003 because it offered a cynical and wry social
commentary on these issues. Other factors also contributed to its commercial success: it was released
shortly after the deregulation of the film industry; technology (especially cell phones) and infrastructure were
spreading quickly; middle-class affluence was rising sharply; and Chinese society began to take on many of
the outward trappings of the West.
Cell Phone follows a famous media executive and TV host whose extramarital affairs are accidentally
exposed by his injudicious use of technology. Thinking he can juggle the phone calls and messages
between his wife, his mistress, and a new lover, he eventually learns that cellular communication cannot hide
his lies and infidelity. Apparently, this story rang (pun intended) very close to home for Chinese filmgoers.
Many wives believed their husbands were cheating on them and began checking their husband’s cell
phones. Reportedly, many husbands were caught and many marriages ended – and the blame was placed
on Cell Phone.
Cell Phone was directed Feng Xiaogang, a highly successful filmmaker best known originally for directing
hesui pian or “New Year’s Celebration Films” which are commercial entertainment films (as opposed to
serious dramas or “art” films). He has recently moved into also directing dramas, a shift evident in tonight’s
film which combines satire with poignant human emotions.
The ensemble cast features well-known and highly respected actors, especially You Ge (who plays the TV
host Yan Shouyi) and Bingbing Fan (who plays the mistress Wu Yue). You Ge is one of China’s most famous
actors. His 1994 performance in Zhang Yimou’s To Live won him the Best Actor award at Cannes. He has
worked with Feng Xiaogang since 1997 in a number of blockbuster films such as If You Are the One, The
Banquet, and Be There or Be Square. Bingbing Fan rose to fame in Asia in the late 1990s with the hit TV
series My Fair Princess. She is a fashion icon, pop singer, and media producer through her own studio. Last
year, she was under house arrest for tax evasion. She re-emerged into the spotlight in November 2019 with
an announcement that she would star in Cell Phone 2, revisiting the same themes as the original film, but
with an upgrade to smart phones – and all that most recent technological advancement implies. Cell Phone
runs 105 minutes.

YOMEDDINE (2018)
Egypt
Directed by Abu Bakr Shawky
Introduced by Kimberly Katz, Ph.D.

Please refer to the insert regarding this film.

HIGHLIGHTED EVENTS
Department of Art + Design, Art History, Art Education

Exhibition | Stacy Levy: Collected Watershed

Center for the Arts Gallery, CA 3040
Fri., Jan. 31–Sat., Apr. 25 (Closed Mar. 15–22)
Gallery Hours: Tues.– Sat., 11 a.m.– 8 p.m.
This lyrical installation by nationally renowned environmental artist Stacy Levy will make visual the interconnectedness
of local watersheds, mapping them onto the floor of the
gallery by filling thousands of recycled glass jars with water
from the corresponding streams and tributaries.
FREE
EVENTS.TOWSON.EDU
Asian Arts & Culture Center

Exhibition | The Women of Shahnameh, The
Women of Afarin Rahmanifar

Center for the Arts, Asian Arts Gallery, CA 2037
Thurs., Feb. 13–Sat., May 16 (Closed Mar. 15–22)
Gallery Hours: Mon.–Sat., 11 a.m.– 4 p.m.
Opening Reception: Thurs., Feb. 13, 6:30 p.m. Savor Afarin
Rahmanifar’s arresting, largescale mixed media paintings
that showcase the compassionate, brave, loyal and sensuous female characters of the Shahnameh, the Persian Book
of Kings.
FREE
EVENTS.TOWSON.EDU
Department of Theatre Arts

Lasso of Truth by Carson Kreitzer
Directed by Steven J. Satta

Center for the Arts, Studio Theatre, CA 3060
Thurs., Mar. 5, 7:30 p.m.—Thurs., Mar. 12, 7:30 p.m.
Fri., Mar. 15 at 8 p.m.
Carson Kreitzer’s funny, insightful play reveals the feminist
origins of superhero Wonder Woman and traces the character’s rocky journey from America’s cultural margins to her
current mythic status. Presented by arrangement with THE
DRAMATIC PUBLISHING COMPANY of Woodstock, IL. May
contain material for mature audiences. Proceeds benefit
the TU Foundation.
TUBOXOFFICE.COM
Department of Music

PRISM: A Musical Collage

Center for the Arts,
Harold J. Kaplan Concert Hall, CA 3042
Sat., Mar. 7, 7:30 p.m., Sat., Apr. 13 at 8 p.m.
The TU Department of Music showcases many of its best
student ensembles, chamber music groups, jazz combos,
solo performers and student composers in this annual fastpaced and multi-genre concert enhanced with theatrical
lighting.
TUBOXOFFICE.COM

Department of Electronic Media & Film

Wildlife Conservation Film Festival

Van Bokkelen Hall Auditorium, VB 204
Thurs., Mar. 26, 7:30 p.m.
A screening of three award-winning short films provided
by New York’s Wildlife Conservation Film Festival. The filmmakers will be on hand to present their films and discuss
the importance of wildlife conservation.
FREE
EVENTS.TOWSON.EDU
Department of Music

The Pirates of Penzance by Gilbert & Sullivan
Directed by Courtney Kalbacker
Conducted by Chris Cicconi

Stephens Hall Theatre, ST 217
Fri., Apr. 17, 7:30 p.m.; Sat., Apr. 18, 2 p.m. & 7 p.m.;
Sun., Apr. 19, 2 p.m.
Enjoy this rollicking farce filled with sentimental pirates, sassy
sisters, bumbling policemen, two young lovers and an eccentric major-general. Presented by students of the TU Music
for the Stage Ensemble and TU Symphony Orchestra.
TUBOXOFFICE.COM
Department of Dance

Mood

Stephens Hall Theatre, ST 217
Wed., May 6–Sat., May 9, 7 p.m.; Sun., May 10, 2 p.m.
The human condition is complex; multilayered through
circumstance and emotion. Under Artistic Director LindaDenise FisherHarrell, the Towson University Dance Company
students will explore these concepts with a body of works by
Ray Mercer, Caitlin McAfee, Runqiao Du, Malcolm Shute and
Vincent E. Thomas.
TUBOXOFFICE.COM
Department of Art + Design, Art History, Art Education

47th Annual Spring Pottery & Art Sale

Center for the Arts, Ceramics Studio, CA 3012
Fri., May 8, 3–6 p.m.; Sat., May 9, 9 a.m.–6 p.m.
Support TU’s community of artists and take home a unique
piece of art to treasure in this spring pottery and art sale.
Students and faculty present a vast selection of handmade
pottery, sculpture, jewelry, glass and more. Proceeds benefit
the TU Foundation and contributing artists.
FREE
EVENTS.TOWSON.EDU

