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The World Artists Experiences and the International  
Division of Maryland’s Office of the Secretary of State  
present the seventh annual international film festival. This 
month-long celebration features films chosen and sponsored 
by the embassies of five countries: Israel, Slovakia, Philippines, 
Panama, and Syria.



February 2016

Dear Friends,                                                     

Welcome to the World Artists Experience/Maryland's Office of the Secretary of the State 
International Divison eighth annual international film festival.  The theme, Building Bridges to 
the World, is in recognition of the State's global reach and reflection of those connections here in 
Maryland.

The month-long celebration features films from the five countries in the order in which they will 
be screened: Israel, Slovakia, Philippines, Panama, and Syria.  All films are being screened in six 
distinct regions of Maryland: Annapolis, Bowie, California, Cumberland, Salisbury, and Towson.

Our hope is that you will gain the spirit of each of the countries represented in the film.  Four of 
the films were selected in connection with the Embassy of each of the countries.  Each film will be 
introduced, screened, and followed by a discussion.

We would like to sincerely thank the planning committee, Greg Faller, Gerald George, Mel D. 
Poweel, June Krell-Selgado, and Linda Smith.  We appreciate Dr. Faller's contribution of writing 
the essays.  Also, we acknowledge all of the volunteers and in-kind sponsors who have generously 
contributed their time and resources to the festival, especially the host venue representatives who 
have shwon tremendous hospitality throughout the planning and delivery of this event.

Sincerely yours,

World Artists Experiences is a non-profit organization which bridges international understanding 
through cultural and citizen diplomacy in schools, colleges, and communities to foster respect, 
trust, hope, and peace in the world. The organization's four goals are:  Ambassador Series of 
World Experiences in communities; Cultural Immersion opportunities; International Education; 
and Sustainable Development. For further information, contact Betty McGinnis at wae@comcast.
net; www.worldartists.org

The International Division for Maryland's Office of the Secretary of State strives to foster global 
awareness and increase the level of consistency of open dialogue and echage etween Maryland's 
citizens and institutions and their international counterparts.  Amont its responsibilities is the 
administration of the Maryland Sister States Program.  The Maryland Sister States Program 
has been in existence for thirty-five years and currently includes fifteen relationships. For 
more information contact Mary E. Nitsch, Director of International Affairs for the Office of the 
Secretary of State, mary.nitsch@maryland.gov

John C. Wobensmith 
Secretary of the State of Maryland

Betty McGinnis 
President and Founder, World Artists Experiences



Cupcakes (2013)

Israel

Directed and co-written  
by Eytan Fox

Introduced by Hana Bor, 
Family Studies & Community Development, 
Towson University

A candy-colored, sugar-coated musical comedy, Cupcakes champions diversity, friendship, 
love, the neighborhood community, and the right to be yourself – all the while poking fun 
at the Eurovision Song Contest (ESC).  Not particularly well-known in the United States, 
the ESC is a major popular cultural force in Europe and surrounding regions (43 countries 
participate).  Broadcast since 1956 and celebrating its 61st anniversary in May 2016 in 
Stockholm, it is not only the most watched non-sporting event in the world (with an online 
and broadacst viewing audience approaching 600 million), but also the longest running 
entertainment competition in the world.  One can easily trace American Idol, The Voice, The 
Sing Off, and other similar reality shows to the ESC.  In the United States, perhaps the best 
know European Song Contest winners are ABBA (1974) and Céline Dion (1988).

Director Eytan Fox is an internationally known filmmaker whose previous films (such as Walk 
on Water, The Bubble, and Yossi & Jagger) have won numerous awards.  His films typically 
contain themes of gay identity and the effect of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict on interpersonal 
relationships.  In 2006, he was the first recipient of the Washington Jewish Film Festival’s 
“Decade Award” for his important contribution to Jewish cinema. His work since 2006 
remains central to an understanding and appreciation of Israeli cinema. Cupcakes seems to be 
Fox’s homage to the musical genre, reveling in its clichés and 1950s Technicolor palette.  

In Cupcakes, six friends living in the same Tel Aviv apartment complex find themselves 
representing Israel in the annual UniverSong competition.  Played by well-known Israeli 
actors, the six friends include:  Ofer (Ofer Shechter), a gay school teacher; Anat (Anat 
Waxman), a middle-aged baker whose husband has just left her; Yael (Yael Bar Zohar), an ex-
beauty queen turned lawyer; Dana (Dana Ivgy), a political aide; Keren (Keren Berger), a very 
shy blogger; and Efrat (Efrat Dor), a lesbian singer/songwriter.  Each lives a less than complete 
life and sees the kitschy artificiality of UniverSong as offering no opportunity to improve 
their situation; in fact, they really don’t want to perform at all!  However, as they navigate 
the competition (including a disastrous ABBA-like performance) and personal setbacks, they 
reclaim the spontaneous authenticity of their audition song (written by Scott Hoffman of 
Scissor Sisters) and learn to be true to themselves.  In short, each comes “out of the closet” 
– whether societal, artistic, technical, sexual, or political – through song, costuming, and 
improbable romantic resolutions. All dreams come true, success is achieved, and everyone 
dances in a celebratory block party.     

If you like Pedro Almodovar’s kinky comedies and/or MGM musicals, you’ll easily succumb 
to the infectious joy and happy ending of Cupcakes.   The film runs 95 minutes.  You can 
watch the trailer at https://vimeo.com/91402505



Kruté radosti  
[Cruel Joys] (2002)

Slovakia

Directed by Juraj Nvota

Introduced by Dr. Stanley Max, 
Department of Mathematics,

Towson University

Set in the idyllic Slovak countryside between World War I and World War II, Cruel 
Joys depicts the relatively ordinary existence of a group of friends; their work, the 
complexities of their friendships, their romantic entanglements, and sexual dalliances.  
Their predictable lives and daily habits are disrupted by the arrival of a young woman, 
Valentina, the estranged daughter of one of the friends.  Her presence inevitably exposes 
repressed emotions and ambitions, immature self-identities, unfulfilled responsibilities, 
and the “cruelty” that lies beneath each individual’s drive for happiness.   The contrast 
between the picturesque settings – rendered in gorgeous sepia tones by the highly 
regarded cinematographer Jan Malír – and the behavior of the characters aims to reveal 
the hypocrisy, disappointment, and necessary adaptability of modern existence.  Given its 
lack of melodramatic narrative and its focus on characters, Cruel Joys might remind you 
of the plays of Anton Chekhov and Henrik Ibsen.  

Director Juraj Nvota is a well-known Slovak theatre and TV director.   Besides many 
stage plays (including an award winning adaptation of Tom Sawyer), he directed four TV 
films before Cruel Joys.  Since then, he is best known for Music (2008), The Confidant 
(2012) and Hostage (2014).   He also teaches as an associate professor in the Theatre 
School of the Academy of Performing Arts in Bratislava.  

An excellent ensemble cast includes Tana Pauhofová (Valentina), an accomplished young 
performer.  Nominated three times for a Czech Lion Award as best actress, Cruel Joys was 
her breakout role after a few TV series.   Ondrej Vetchý, an award winning actor who 
has starred in three other films directed by Nvota, plays her father Karol.  Anna Šišková, 
another award winning actor (and wife of director Nvota), plays Helena, an independent 
woman who wants to marry Karol.  And Július Satinský, one of the most famous Slovak 
actors, plays Mr. Starý (this was his final performance; he died two months after the film 
was released). 

The film slowly unfolds so it may take a while before the connections between the 
characters become clear.  The film uses an intriguing “book-ended” structure, not only 
opening and closing with a swimming scene, but opening and closing with the same shot.  
What changes – and doesn’t change – between the beginning and the end of the film 
suggests the subtle and complicated development of contemporary life.  

Cruel Joys was selected to represent Slovakia at the 2002 Academy Awards by the Slovak 
Film & Television Academy.  The film runs 95 minutes.  



Bamboo Flowers (2013)

Philippines

Directed by Maryo de los Reyes  

Introduced by Nerissa Paglinauan,
Program Manager of the Asian Arts &
Culture Center, Towson University 
 

An anthology of highly emotional stories chronicling ordinary Filipino life, Bamboo 
Flowers also aspires to transcend its specific location and offer more universal themes 
about dreams, success, failure, family, fading traditions, and adapting to an ever-changing 
world.  The film also addresses school bullying, urban migration, the difficulty of 
establishing a career, and making ends meet in a limited economic environment.  The 
seriousness of these topics is offset with humor, deep compassion, and an excellent cast 
who convey a sense of realism in an otherwise melodramatic setting.  As one of the 
characters (a tour guide on the Abatan River) says, “like the bamboo trees, we must also 
produce beautiful flowers in our life.”  The fact that the bamboo flowers only emerge as 
the plant dies lends a poignancy to her statement and provides a central philosophical 
question we all should answer – what have I accomplished with my life?  

Director Maryo de los Reyes set Bamboo Flowers in Bohol, one of the “central” islands 
in the Philippines (about 500 miles south of Manila) and the birthplace of his mother.  
This location allows cinematographer Jun Gonzales the opportunity to present images 
of lush beauty.  He was nominated for a Golden Screen award for his work.  To suggest 
the daily rhythm of life in this mostly rural community, de los Reyes and Gonzales create 
a measured, subdued tone throughout the film.  De los Reyes also coached wonderful 
performances from the women in the cast.  Irma Adlawan (Berta) and Mylene Dizon 
(Sandra) each play a mother at wits end.  Max Collins (Dolores) plays a resort hotel 
chambermaid who is propositioned by an older foreign tourist.  The film also features 
Asian heartthrob and pop singer Orlando Sol (Luis) and newcomer Ruru Madrid (Omel), 
who sings the title song, “Mamahalin Kita.” 

Bamboo Flowers is a product of the flagship program of Sineng Pambansa (the National 
Cinema).  Its basic mission is to revitalize the Filipino film industry by encouraging and 
supporting the production of high quality films, and by promoting the works of Filipino 
filmmakers to a wider public through national and international film festivals.  The 
program also aims to instill pride in Filipino culture and national identity by fostering the 
growth and development of Philippine cinema.  This film provides an excellent example of 
that initiative.  

Bamboo Flowers runs 130 minutes.  It was nominated for 14 Star Awards by the 
Philippine Movie Press Club; Jun Gonzales won for best cinematography.  It also 
won the Audience Favorite Award at the first annual Silk Road International Film 
Festival held in China in 2014.  You can watch the trailer at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=OuPcB5v1aWM



Rompiendo la ola  
[Breaking the Wave]  
(2014)

Panama 

Directed and co-written 
by Anna Canavaggio 

Introduced by Dr. Lea Ramsdell, Chair of Foreign Languages, Towson University

Set in Santa Catalina on the Pacific coast of Panama, Breaking The Wave follows three 
members of the Panama National Surf Team as they “defy the sea to escape poverty.”  
Ostensibly a surfing film – magnificently shot by Vicente Ferraz (also a well-known 
Brazilian director) and Bolivar Andres – it’s really more about the economics and racism  
of the international surfing circuit and corporate sponsorships.  The film explores the 
hardships and hopes of Cholito, Deivis, and Oli, three men of African descent born 
and raised in Santa Catalina.  They are Panama’s best surfers, but they can’t achieve 
the same recognition as their white counterparts because of the color of their skin and 
their socio-economic status.  As one Jamaican surfer says, “the sport now seems a 
game for the whites who…took surfing for themselves and marginalized the ‘colored 
people’ who created it.”  The elder statesman, Alejandro “Cholito” Alfonso, won a 
world championship and is a local legend, but was perceived as too wild to land a 
sponsorship.  Now a father of nine children, he works odd jobs as he continues to surf 
and strive for a lucrative deal.  Deivis Godoy, is younger and also a top competitor, but 
since he is poor and black, faces the same discrimination as Cholito.  Oli Gonzalez, 
18 and surfing since a child, is Santa Catalina’s big hope.  He has the discipline and 
charisma necessary to not only win a world championship but also a brand name 
sponsorship.  Ultimately, Breaking the Wave is a celebration of resiliency as these three 
men try to “break the wave of destiny.”  

Director Annie Canvaggio earned an MBA before becoming a London Film School 
alumna.  Not surprisingly, she excellently covers the economics of professional surfing 
and of the local community.  As we learn, costs usually outrun prize money and a 
sponsorship deal may only cover basic living expenses.  Foreign investment is dividing 
Santa Catalina into the haves and have nots.   As she said at the Panama Film Festival in 
2014, “For me, making this film was about the social part, changing the social context 
a little.  I’d like more justice, people to access education, health services.  But the first 
thing we need is awareness.  If that comes, everything else will follow.”

The film also includes the “special musical participation” of Tano Mojica, a famous 
Panamanian cantadera performer.  Cantadera is a way in which common people express 
their troubles in the form of sung poetry and is a Panamanian variation of musical styles 
popular in Latin America since the 16th century.

Breaking the Wave was nominated for Best Documentary at the Warsaw International 
Film Festival (2014) and was an official selection at the Chicago Latino Film Festival 
(2015).  If you like surfing documentaries like the seminal Endless Summer (1966), the 
jaw dropping Riding Giants (2004), or the fascinating Singlefin: Yellow (2005) – or 
even if you don’t – you’ll be riveted by Breaking the Wave.  The film runs 75 minutes.  
You can watch an extended trailer at https://vimeo.com/44165068

	



Three Short Films

Syria
Introduced by Dr. Kimberly Katz,
Department of History,
Towson University

Vent (2013)

Directed by Abdulelah Al.Jawarneh

14 young adults from Egypt, Lebanon, Tunisia, Palestine, Jordan, and Syria participate in an 
ARTiculating Peace Workshop held at the Amman Theatre Lab in Jordan.  Sponsored and 
run by the Amman Theatre Lab, the Davis Projects for Peace, and The Columbia Global 
Center in the Middle East, the five-day empowerment workshop used writing, dance, music, 
and theatre to help these students tell about their personal experiences during and after 
the Arab Spring.  The goal of the program is to understand difference, embrace diversity, 
and raise youth activism for a peaceful and democratic future.  Vent follows the workshop 
participants and their teachers as they build a collaborative and safe community in which 
they create their final project.  You can watch the trailer at https://vimeo.com/54381214.

Leaves of Damascus (2015)
Directed by Adam Random

In this interview-based documentary, we meet six young Syrian artists living in 
Istanbul.  They comment on why they left Syria, issues of safety and fear, ISIS, music 
and art, hope, and how Turkey has welcomed them.  We begin to learn how six 
displaced individuals work hard to make a new life in a new society and dream of a 
better future.  As one of them says, “tomorrow is very big – inshallah.”   Tomorrow 
holds promise – God willing.  You can watch the trailer at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Ii0yza5FQUc.

The Man who Made a Movie (2014)

Directed by Ahamad Ibrahim Ahmad

A short fiction film, The Man Who Made a Movie uses a film awards ceremony to comment 
on terrorism, media, and the ongoing civil war.  In the Syrian conflict, what does violence 
mean to different people in the society?  The film strives to open a philosophical discussion 
on the nature of violence and its impact on future generations.  

The Man Who Made a Movie has been screened at many international festivals, winning the 
Critics Award at the Tolfa Short Film Festival in Italy.  



UPCOMING EVENTS
Department of Art + Design 

Visions of Place: Complex Geographies in Contemporary Israeli Art 
Center for the Arts Gallery, CA 3040 
Fri., Feb. 5 - Sun., Apr. 3

Geography is an inescapable part of Israeli life, psyche and art. The country’s physical, 
personal, religious, intellectual, political, existential, historical, economic and other 
geographic manifestations present some of the most pressing issues in the world. This 
exhibition includes the art of contemporary Israeli citizens, who speak to these vital 
concerns from diverse perspectives. 
Free

Department of Electronic Media & Film and Towson University Anime Club 

Saturday Night Anime Series 
Van Bokkelen Hall Auditorium, VB 204, 7 p.m.

Sat., Feb. 6 – "Howl's Moving Castle" (2005, Rated PG)  
Sat., March 5 – "Tokyo Godfathers" (2003, Rated PG-13) (not for young children) 
Sat., Apr. 2 – "Evangelion 1.11 You Are (Not) Alone" (2010, Rated PG-13) 
(not for young children)  
Sat., May 7 – "Patema Inverted" (2013, NR) (suitable for young children)

Four different styles of anime films, chosen by the Towson University Anime Club, will be 
screened on four Saturday nights during the spring semester. Each film will be introduced  
by a guest. Please see "Events" at www.towson.edu/emf for more information. 
Free

Department of Electronic Media & Film and Department of Art + Design 

Israeli Film Series 

Center for the Arts Lecture Hall, CA 2032 
Feb. 7, 3 p.m. / Feb. 21, 3 p.m. / Mar. 6, 3 p.m.

In conjunction with the Visions of Place exhibition, three recent Israeli films, including “A 
Borrowed Identity” (2014) and “Apples From the Desert” (2014), will be screened. Each 
screening will begin with a short introduction and conclude with an informal discussion.
May contain material recommended for mature audiences. 
Free

Asian Arts & Culture Center 

Asia@Towson: Work and Play of Asian Culture Student Groups 
Center for the Arts, Asian Art Gallery 
Thurs., Feb. 11 - Sat., May 14

Asian culture student groups at Towson University share their activities and the passions behind 
their pursuits in this student-produced exhibition. 
Free

Department of Music 

Salute to Rachmaninoff 
Center for the Arts, Recital Hall 
Sun., Feb. 28, 3 p.m.

The music of Russian composer Sergei Rachmaninoff continues to dazzle audiences today. His two 
monumental chamber works—Cello Sonata in G minor, Op. 19, and Trio élégiaque in D minor, 
Op. 9 —will be performed by cellist Cecylia Barczyk, pianist Daniel Weiser and the Baltimore 
Piano Trio. The program will also include Rachmaninoff songs performed by soprano Theresa 
Bickham. 
Ticketed

www.events.towson.edu


